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Paper Recovery – A Long 
History of Achieving Goals

• First recovery goal of 45% set in 1990
• Goal increased to 50% paper recovery by 

2004

Source: American Forest & Paper Association

• The 55% recovery goal was established in 
2003 – to be met in 2012
– In 2006 -- U.S. recovery rate reached 53.4%
– Expect increase in 2000



Recovery Rate = Tons Recovered /Paper & Paperboard 
Consumption

Tons recovered = U.S. recovered paper consumption       

Source: American Forest & Paper Association

Tons recovered = U.S. recovered paper consumption       
+ net exports



U.S. Recovery Paper Rate
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U.S. Paper Recovery
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Net Exports As Share of U.S. 
Recovery
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Need For More Paper Recovery

• Continued strong demand -- domestic and 
international
– China adding paper and paperboard capacity
– Weak dollar -- U.S. recovered paper competitive 

• The market can absorb as much good quality 

Source: American Forest & Paper Association

• The market can absorb as much good quality 
recycled fiber as can be collected

• Continued desire to reduce organics in landfills
– Space availability
– Leachate generation
– Climate change



Mandatory Content Not Necessary

• Original concept to improve demand for 
paper recovery

• Recycled content guidelines/mandates 
unnecessary in today’s market because 

Source: American Forest & Paper Association

unnecessary in today’s market because 
demand is strong

• Recovered fiber -- used in grades where it 
makes technological and economic sense 
– but not every grade



Recycling Programs

• A 2005 R.W. Beck survey found:
– 86% had access to some recycling program –

either curbside or drop-off
– 56% of the U.S. population had access to 

Source: American Forest & Paper Association

– 56% of the U.S. population had access to 
curbside recycling

– 64% had access to drop-off recycling



Recycling Programs

• The survey found trend in programs 
accepting more mixed paper grades
– direct mail
– magazines 

Source: American Forest & Paper Association

– magazines 
– telephone directories
– coated and uncoated paperboard



Choosing A Collection System

• Single-stream collection -- growing 
program during recent years

• The paper industry favors increased 
recovery of clean recovered fiber

Source: American Forest & Paper Association

recovery of clean recovered fiber
• No one collection system favored by the 

industry -- so long as quality is maintained



What Needs To Happen?

Increase recovery of high 
quality fiber:

-Homes

-Office 

-Schools



• Partnering with Keep America Beautiful, 
Scholastic, NRC, Universities, others

Industry’s Efforts to Increase 
Awareness



Recycling Guides



• Community 
• Business• Business
• University
• School



Partnership Opportunities

• Better targeting of opportunities
• Working together to achieve mutual goals

Source: American Forest & Paper Association
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