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History

2002 New Jersey Mercury Task Force Report

— Number one source of mercury emissions in NJ is fro m
iron and steel plants

Mercury Switch Data Collection Pilot Project 2004

— Switches removed from 358 vehicles, found 0.8 switc hes
per vehicle

— Total cost of removal & management estimated to be
$3.00 per switch

Legislation Adopted March 24, 2005
Implementation began May 11, 2006
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Components of Legislation

Manufacturers responsible for implementation

Requires removal of ABS & convenience
switches by vehicle recyclers & scrap facilities

$2.00 bounty per switch, $0.25 per switch to
DEP

Manufacturers must submit Mercury
Minimization Plans to Department

VIN must be provided for each switch
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Status of Implementation

229 Dismantlers, 7 Shredders, 6 Iron & Steel
Plants

Manufacturers have provided collection
containers to all known facilities

Subaru’s plan was approved in Oct. 2005

End of Life Vehicle Solutions (ELVS) plan
was approved April 2006
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Implementation Difficulties

* Finding all of the auto recyclers
— Used Stormwater Permit list
— Auto Recycler Association Member list
— Dun & Bradstreet Report using SIC

 Original list contained over 500 companies
— Alliance/ELVS contacted each company
— Many companies not impacted by Legislation
— Errors in maintaining spreadsheet
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Implementation (cont.)

 Still finding out about companies not on list

— President of Recycler Association not included
on list (spreadsheet error)

— Recycler that wasn’t on any list was found -
had been in operation for years

 DEP sent letter to all known recyclers prior
to legislation going into effect

— Many letters returned as undeliverable
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Implementation (cont)

 Enforcement Mini-Sweep conducted
September 2006 (4 months after effective
date)

— 24 sites visited, 11in compliance

— 2 had never heard about legislation despite
being sent documents from ELVS & DEP

* Presentation at Recycler Association
monthly meeting

— Only about 50 recyclers attended
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Results to Date

Total Switches Collected 2006 & 2007

— 7,412

Total Switches with Valid VIN 2006-2007
— 6,652

Estimated Capture Rate - 6 %

Total Funds to DEP - $1,398.75

Total Bounties Paid 2006 - $6,702
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Results to Date

 Only 10 auto recyclers/shredders out of 236
have sent shipments

e 90 % of the switches received have been
from 2 facilities

e Some recyclers sending switches to a
shredder for collection (foregoing their
bounty payment)
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Reasons for Low Capture Rate

 Requlations allow storage of mercury
switches for up to one year

 One year mark reached in May 2007 -
recyclers should begin sending in partially
filled buckets

e ELVS estimate for 2007 - about 7.5%
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Future Plans

 Enforcement will be conducting at least 145
Inspections of automobile recyclers in FY
‘08

* If capture rate does not improve
significantly additional Enforcement action
combined with additional Outreach will be
conducted

* Proposed annual fee of $445 for auto
recyclers - will be adopted by end of 2007
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Contacts

* Robin Heston - (609) 292-9880
— robin.heston@dep.state.nj.us

 Mercury Task Force Report

http://www.nj.gov/dep/dsr/mercury_task force.
htm

 Hg Switch Data Collection Pilot Project
http://www.state.n|.us/dep/dsr/hg-switch/
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